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The Qobler of Meffina. 


There is a fort of enthufiafm in public fpir- 
it, which renders it-politically prudent in cor- 
rupt ftatefmen to difcourage it; and yet there 
is fomething fo great and fo divine in this 
enthufiafm, that ftatefmen of a better turn, 
though they dare not encourage, yet cannot 
but admire it. We have a fhining and fur- 
prifing example of this in the cobler of Mef- 








it is the growth of every degree And, 
which is a point that our great men ovghr tc 
confider with attention, that wherever cor. 
suption becomes noted, this heroic lunacy of 
public {pirit is moft likely toappear. _ 

This cobler was an honeft man, and, I was 





ks maintained his family, and was above de- 


fina, which is at once a proof that public fpir- 


going to fay, poor ; but when I -confiderthac » 


- 


~ SRR Pe Die aie LA eens go 


aed 


ome 
ae 
3 * 


Se mete Hee % oy 


phage ee Sak Ge 











t 


pendance, I cannot prevail upon myfelf te 
make ufe of the expreffion. He was alfoa 
man of reflection, he fawthe corruption, lux- 
ury, and oppreflion, the private frauds, the 
public robberies, the enormous violation of 
juftice, under which his country labored. He 
{aw rapes unpunilhed, adulféries unreproved, 
barbarous murders either fcreened by church 
fanétuaries, or attoned for by money; ina 
word, he fawa univerfal degeneracy of man- 
ners, partly from the want of will, partly 
from the want of power in the government 
to chaftife offenders. In this fituation he re. 
folved to undertake the ardwous tafk, of re. 
forming thefe diforders, and thought it both | 
Jawful and expedient to affume thé authority 
of avenger of the inocent, and ,the terror of 
the guilty. 

Full of this romantic refolution, he provid- 
ed himfelf witha fhort gun, which he carried 
uoder his cloak, and equiped witha powder. 
pouch on one thigh, and a bag of balls on the _ 
other, he fallied outin the evening, and as 
proper oppertunities offered, he difpatched @ - 
fuch as he knew to be incorrigible offenders 
to that tribunal, where he was fenfible they 

could not elude juftice; and then returned | f 
home full of that fatisfaction which is the ‘E 
fole reward of public fpirit. As there were . 
in Meflina agreat number of thefeovergrown 
écimina's, the cobler, in the reas of a few 
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weeks, @id a world of execution. The fun 
never r@fe without difcovering frefh marks 
of his jufti€e ; here lay a ufurer, who had rue 
ined hundreds ; there an unjuf magiftrate, 
who had been the curfe of thoufands; in one 
corner, a noblegtan, who had debauched his 
friends wife ; in another, a man of the fame 
rank, who, through avarice and ambition,had 
proftituted his own ; but as the bedies were 
always untouched, with all their ornaments 
about them, and very often with confiderable 
{ums in their pockets, it was vifible they were 
not difpatched for the fake of money; and 
their numbers made it as evident, that they 
.did not fall victims to private revenge, 

Itis not in the power of words to defcribe 
the aftonifhment of the whole city ; and 
things came at laft to fuch a pafs, that not a 
rogue of any rank whatever, durft waik the 
ftreets ; complaint was carried to the viceroy ; 
and magiltrates ; guards, fpies, and every oth- 
er engine of power, were employed to no 
manner of purpofe. At laft, when no lefs 
than fifty examples had been made, the vice- 
roy took a ferious refolution of putting a {top 
to thefe mifchiefs, by the only method that 
feemed capable of reaching the evil ; he cauf. 
ed public proclamation to be rake, that he 
would give the fum of 20co crowns to any 
perfon who fhould difcover the author or au- 
thors of thefe murders,promifing,at thefame 
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time, the like reward, with an abf@ute ine 
demnity, to the perfon who had dame them, 
if he would difcover himfe!lf ; and a8 a pledge 
of his fincerity, he went to the cathedral, 8 
took the facrament, that he would pundtually 
perform every tittle of the lamation. 

The cobler, having either fatiffied his.zeal 

of juftice, or being now in a temper to fecure 

his own fafety ; after having, in his own o- 

pinion, done much fervice to the ftate, went 
dire€tly to the palace, and demanded an audi- 
ence of the viceroy, to whom, upon his de- 
claring that he had fomething of great impor- 
tance to communicate, he was admited alone. 
He began with putting his excellency in mind . 
of his eath, who aflured him he meant to 
keep it religioully. The cobler then proceede 
ed to the following harrangue. * I, fir, have 
been alone that inftrument of juftice, who 
difpatched in fo fhort atime, fo many crimi- 

nals, In doing this, fir, L have done no more 
than.what was your duty todo, You, fir, 

vho, in reality, are guilty of all the offences 

which thefe wretches: committed, deferved 

the fame chaftifement, and had met with it 

too, had [ not refpected the reprefentative 

of my prince, who, I know, is accountable to 

God alone.” Hethen entered into an exact : 
detail of all the murders he had done, and the ie 
motives upon which he had proceeded. The i 
viceroy, who was thoroughly convinced, that 
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he told hgm no more than the truth, repeated | i 
his afluragices of fafety, and thanked him very f 
affectionately for the tendernefs he had fhewn f 
him, adding, after all, he was ready to pay : 
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the 2000 crowns. 

Our cobler returned the viceroy his com- 
pliments in his r@ich w way; but told him, af- 
ter what had paifed, he believed it would be 
but prudent in him to make choice of fome 
other city for his habitation, and that too in 
fome corner of Italy not under the jurfdiction ££ 
of his catholic majefty. The viceroy thought e 
his reafons had weight, and, therefore, after 4 

. thanking him in the moft gracious terms for | 
fupplying that power which the government ; 








wanted, heerdered a tartane to tranfport him, fe 
his family, his effects, and 2000 crowns, to cae, 
one of the ports inthe territory of Genoa; ie 
where this extraordinary perfon pafled the ae 
remainder of his days in cafe and quiet, and a 
the city of Meffina felt, for a long time after, sh 
the good eff:cts. of his enthufialtic zeal for tig 
the publie good, and for the firit execution of ay 
juttice, without refpect to perfons. . ae 
= oe 

Tbe Paftor and his Flock. con 

The people of acertain place, res AS 


Refal’d a paitor to embrace, 
Unlefs that he would undertake es 
The weather to their minds tomake; > ee 
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66 
The thing was hard, you will confefs, 


To be accomplifh’d with fuccefs 5 ¢ 
And therefore moft the charge declin’d, 


By reafon of the tafk enjoin’d, 

At length one wifer than the reft, 
A candidate himfelf profefs’d ; 
And he did frank!y take ining 

To fatisfy al their demand. 

His word of honor he did give, 

And promifed if he did live, 

‘That they fhould have, when he was plac’d, 
Such weather as would fuit them beft, 

On this affurance, great and {mall, 

Without delay gave himacall; , ‘ 
And foon as this was once obtain’d, “iF 
With all difpatch he was ordain’d, 

Now, full of hopes, they all expect 

To fee his promife take effeQ ; 

But, to their difappointment fore, 

The weather prov’d jul as before, 

Of this fome loudly did complain, 

{Now that they thoughttheirhopes were vain) 

And now their paftor they accuf’d, 

That he had grofly them abus’d. 

Now fome in fecret difcontent, 

Did their unhappy cafe lament ; 

Some to their paftor ftrait repair’d, 

And their complaint fo him declar’d, 

Fe firft did gravely reprimand | 

This bold, impatient, wild demand, 

Told them they need not be afraid, 




















For he’d make good whos he had faid. 

On nis ger with fubmffion crav’d 

His pardon, and themfeives behav’d 

With all refpedt and reverence, . 
And ftillin him put confidence. 7 
My friends, quoth he, to teltify 
My readinefs to gratify t, 
Your inclination, and to fhow 

My own veracity alfo, 

With your confent, [-choofe to hear | 
The public voice in this affair ; 

Let’s call a meeting then, and fend 
To warn the parith to atiend, 

And if you pleafe, without delay, 
We'll for the meeting fix a day, 

The motion was approv’d, and fo 
They all content away did go, saa 
Mufing or talking all the way, ea 
Of the importance of the day. ee 
The day is come ; the people meet, 
And one another kindly greet : 
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Enters the prie{l amongit the reft, ie 
Who thus the audience addrett : Oh: 
‘‘Mr friends, the caufe of this our meeting, ae 


You all well know without repeating ; 
You'd have the weather as you will—— 
I’ve promis’d, and will now fulfil: 

I muft your featiments confult, 

And of the fame know the refult. 

Be pleafed then to let me know 

How you would have the weather blow ? 
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You, friend, (I knoW not yet your names) 
Then ftood up one, my name is James. 

Well, James, your judgment—tell me plain, 
What weather choofe you ?—I’m for rain.— 
You, honeft man: whatis your name ? 

Isit not John 2—The very fame. 


Then John, what fay you ?—I’m fordrought.. - 


And you, the next, your mind {peak out ; 
Are you for rain, or for dry weather ? 
Why, realiy, fir, 1 am—for neither. 

For neither, fay you !—pray what then ? 
You muft, my friend, yourfelf explain. 
Temperate weather I think beft. 

Then fays one, let the wind blow wef. 
Nay, from the eaft, another fays, 

I'd have it blow for certain days.— 
My friends, fays he, this will not do ; » 
Who can give rain and drynefs too? 
At prefent you cannot agree ; 

We muft therefore difmifs, I fee, 


*Gainft the next meeting make your choice ; | 


Speak your opinion with one voice ; 
Be of one mind ; and then I fhall 
Give weather that will pleafe you all. 





The juft man has a heavenly treafure, that 
cannever be known by any other, Bur,-ah 
me! where is the juft man that finaeth not ?- 
he is not to be found living on the earth. 

Let man know himfe!lf and be humble, and 


he may be fo juft as to be biefled ard happy- 
































RefleGtions. 


Why do mortals love this world fo highly ? 
what is there here that claims the heart ? 

This world 1s empty vanity, 

And vanifbes when once we die. 

Yet vain man would be rich in things of a 
_ Subsolary nature, and sits his heart thereon. 

Did we but view ihe infinite need that we 
are in of abettér good, how should we think 
much less of treasures here! We cannot 
tarry here buta few days, then we shall want 
& mansion house in a far distant world, for 
to repair unto. 

Think of this, and seek the things above: 
be born again, or when we die, where shall 
we go? wecannot enter heaven. 

A little while we have, for to prepare to | 
meet our God : but short as are our days, 
let us be faithful, and O the joys before us! 


A FRAGMENT. 


In simple manners all the secret lies ; 
Be meek and virtuous, you lil be bhlests Wises 
Vain shew and noise intoxicate the brainy 
Begin with giddiness, and end with pain, 
Affect not empty fume, nor idle praise, 
Which dazzles, captivates, &F soon betrays. 


























70 
The London Popular preacher. 


London is never without a certain number of 
popular preachers. Iam not now {peaking 
ef thofe who are popular among the fecia- 
rians, or becaufe they introduce fectarian 
doctrines into the church 3 but of that fpe- 
cific charaéter among the regular Englifiy 
clergy, whicly is here denominated a popu. 
lar preacher. You may weil imagine, that, 
as the tree is known by tts fruits, I have not 
a Luis de Grenada, nor an Antonio Vieyra 
to defcribe. ‘Ihread-bare garments of re- 
ligious poverty, eyes weakened by inceffant 
tears of contrition, or of pious love, and 
cheeks withered by fafting and penitence, 
would have few charms for that part of the 
congregation for whom the popular preacher 
of London curls his forelock, ftudies geftures 
at his looking glafs, takes leffons from fome 
ftage-player in his chamber, and difplays his 
white hand and white handkerchief in the 
pulpit. The difcourfe is in character with 
the orator ; nothing to roufe a flumbering 
confeience, nothing to alarm the foul ata 
fenfe of its danger, no difficulties expounded 
to confirm the wavering, no mighty truths 
enforced to rejrice the taithful,—to look for 
theology here would be * feeking pears from 
the elm ; only a little fmooth morality, fuch 
as Turk, Jew, or Infidel, may liften to with- 
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eut offence, fparkling with metaphors and 

fimilies, and rounded of with a text of fcrip- 

ture, a {crap of poetry, or, better than either, 

a quotation from Offian.—To have a clergy 

exempt from the frailties of human nature | : 
is impoflible ; but the true church has effet. ae 
ually fecured hers from the vanities of the ) 
world: we may fometimes have to grieve, 

becaufe the wolf has got on the fhepherd’s 

cloak, but never can have need to bluth at 


feeing the monkey in it. 
Manuel’s Letters. 


























* Pedir peras al olmo. 


REMARK. 


There is no better way, perhaps,to con 
ductourselves toward certain men, then te 

treatthem withneglect. There isa set of 
men, who, if they gain our attention en- 

ough to animadvert upon their conduct, 

they have a great end io their scyrrility 

answered. ‘hese miserable beings are 

not worthy of notice for their folly, it is so 

‘low ; and indeed, if we look after their 

meanness, we approach too near going in 

their eternally inf:mous ways. 

Let envy iis own course pursue, 

And its own hell itself will rue. 
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REV. MR. HAGEMORE. 






This gentleman, who lived at Calthorn, 
Leicestershire;died the first of. January, 
1746, possessed of 7001, per annum, and 
sooo, in money, which fell to a ticket por- 
terin London. He kept one servant of 

each sex, whom he locked up every night. 
His last employment in the evening was to 
goround his premises, let loose his dogs, 
and fire his gun. He lost his life in the 
following extraordinary manner. Going 
one morning tolet cut his servants, the | 
dogs fawned upon him suddenly, & threw 
him into a pond, where he was breast high, 
‘The servants ‘setter him call out for assist- 
ance, but, being locked up, could not afford 
himany, Ma he drowned.. Hehad thirty 
gowns & cassocks, fiftyeight dogs, one hun- 
dred pair of breaches, one hundred pair of 
boots, four hundred pair of shoes, eighty 
wigs, eighty waggons and carts, eighty 
ploughs and used none, fifty saddles, thir- 
ty wheelbarrows, so many walking sticks 
as that eight pounds were offered for them, 
sixty horses, three hundred pickaxes, two 
hundred spades & shovels, twentyfive lad- 
ders, and two hundred and forty razors. 

By these things, we may conclude where 
this man's heart was: let a servant of 
Christin the ministry, be impressed with 
the worth of souls, and the glory of Ged in 
the world, and would he be so careful about 
many things ? 


End of No. 6, 














